Minutes of Executive Committee of the Statistical Consulting Section, American Statistical Association

The Joint Statistical Meetings in San Diego, CA, Sunday, July 29, 2012
Cowboy Star Restaurant, San Diego, CA 6:00-10:30pm
Minutes by Ann Lazar, Secretary/Treasurer         (Highlights indicate action items.) 
CNSL section officers present: Ralph O’Brien (Chair-Elect), Marlene Egger (Chair-Elect 2013), James Grady (Past Chair), Ann Lazar (Secretary/Treasurer Elect), Jonathan Manken (Program Chair), Nan Hu (Program Chair Elect 2013), Chris Barker (Publications), Chuck Kinkaid (Webmaster), Christopher Swearingen (Newsletter Editor), Raymond Hoffman (Council of Sections Rep), Eric Vance (Council of Sections Rep), Stuart Gansky (Council of Sections Rep Elect), Nilupa Gunaratna (At-large Exec Comm member), Margaret Nemeth (At large Exec Comm Member), Chris Holloman (at Large Exec Comm member Elect) 
Absent: Jennifer Schumi (Publications Officer); Clinton Brownley (At-large Exec Comm member)
Ralph O’Brien called the meeting to order at approximately 6 pm.  The 2011 minutes were approved.  Ralph distributed the proposed agenda for the meeting and list of 2011 officers.
· Jonathan Mahnken (Program Chair) reviewed the sessions for this year.

· Invited sessions:  4 CNSL primary & 1 co-sponsored sessions
· Topic contributed sessions:  2 CNSL- topic contributed panel & topic contributed paper
· Contributed sessions: 2 contributed papers & oral posters
· Roundtables:  1 breakfast and 3 luncheon roundtables

· One travel award of $750 was given to an organizer of a topic contributed session (Matt Hayat).  Plaque was given as an additional gift for the awardee (~$80 for two plaques), and the section announced this award in the AmStat News. Organizer must be CNSL member, and this did not include co-sponsored events- Usually two travel awards given but only one session eligible this year-
· Marlene Egger led the judging at JSM 2012 for the best contributed session; The recipient of this award (Yaya Daoud) received $500 and plaque.  Section announced winner in AmStat News.
· For roundtables, ASA will only pay for one presenter; if two co-present, they are responsible for the cost of one of the meals.

· Ideas for future sessions were discussed, which included “Current climate of statisticians in different fields”, “statisticians without borders”, “How to start your consulting business (continuing education)”
· For JSM 2013, invited sessions must be submitted to ASA by September 6 to Nan Hu 
· Nan Hu (Program Chair 2013) discussed potential sessions for next year (2013)
· CNSL will sponsor 3 invited sessions for 2013 JSM Montreal

· Votes were cast, and the following sessions were selected as “invited sessions”

1) Secrets to Effective Communication for Statistical Consultants Mon 10:30

2) International Statistical Consulting: Current Initiatives to Build Statistics Capacity in Developing Countries Tues at 8:30

3) Quantile Linear Modeling: An Introduction for the working statistician Wed at 2pm
· Ann Lazar gave the Treasurer's report, and she distributed a copy of the 2012 report 

· The section’s financial situation appears stable.  Revenues ($5000) approximately $1400 higher than expenses ( ~$3600) and the balance approximately twice the annual revenues (~$11,000).   She had contacted Rick Peterson since expenses were missing from the ledger, including travel awards, plaques and consultant fee for logo.  It appeared that the two travel awards totaling $1500 had not been received by the recipients, which is why the revenue was approximately $1400 higher than expenses.  After the meeting, Jonathan Mahnken and Ann Lazar contacted the 2011 travel award recipients, Chris Swearingen and Bill Grant.  Chris and Bill received a plaque and monetary portion of their award.  (See full report for details.)

· With the addition of the best contributed paper award of $500, we discussed the possibility of ways to increase revenues since adding this additional award over time will deplete our surplus since our revenues has equaled our expenses.  Suggestions included 1) spending less on food either at the executive meeting or business meeting, increase dues paying members so we have more income or 3) recruit a donor.  We discussed increasing our chapter dues (currently at $6) so that our revenues and expenses are equal. For other sections, chapter dues range from $3 to $12 –We plan to discuss this matter at the next meeting.   

· Membership slightly increased this year, but the number of dues paying membership decreased from last year.  From the surge of free members in 2007-8, many are letting their section memberships expire. 

· CNSL is a large session, ranking 3rd or 4th among all ASA sections.

· Ann and Marlene discussed working together to finalize the 2013 budget before submitting it to ASA

· Eric Vance (Council of Sections) reported on international year of statistics 

· In 2013, there will be a new ASA section called Mental Health Statistics 

· Discussed International Year of Statistics, http://www.statistics2013.org
· Chris Swearingen reported on the CNSL newsletter.  
· The newsletter reported on the JSM 2012 program, and the newly-elected officers.
· Chris reported that the graphic designer had completed the CNSL logo, an improved and simplified logo.  Chris worked with Megan at ASA to make sure any ASA logo guidelines were followed. 

· Ralph O’Brien chair of the nominations committee.  
· There are three open positions for next year: Chair elect 2014, Secretary/Treasurer 2014-2015, Executive Committee at Large (2014-2016)
· All should be able to attend JSM each year of serving.
· Marlene Egger Chair Elect of 2013 

· A review of the charter will be performed - Walter Ambrosius will lead the committee 

Short topics:
· Shelly Hurwitz agreed to be Program Chair for 2014

· Door Prizes:  Ann Lazar contacted vendors in July prior to JSM, and was very successful in lining up contributions or gift certificates from Exhibiters for door prizes at the Tuesday Business Meeting.  Chris Swearingen worked with Ann at JSM to solicit additional vendors for additional prizes.  They collected over 20 new books and t-shirts.
· Suggested to implement a way to control quality of answers on CNSL blog

· A suggestion to send a welcome email to new members, including free members, was carried over from last year.  

· Discussed how to evaluate retention rate, and how much section receives from chapter dues
· It was suggested to use our dues to pay someone to manage the web site, but since microsite available via ASA this was determined not to be necessary
· Ways to fix the ASA Directory of Statistical Consultants was discussed; One member suggested eliminating the directory if fixing it was not possible. 
